
Q: How did you first connect with By 
The Hand Club For Kids?

A:  I moved back to Chicago from Florida, 
in 2011, with the intention of resuming 
volunteer work. I was a full-time college 
student with multiple jobs, so I was super 
busy. Once I graduated, got situated at my 
job and found some free time, I resumed 
my search for volunteer work and found 
By The Hand online. I wanted to work with 
kids because of my siblings and other chil-
dren around me at the time.
Q: Could you describe one or two mo-
ments, or experiences, with students that 
you treasure most?

A: I remember when we played volleyball 
in the gym with Ms. Victoria. I enjoyed 
those moments because the students were 
the most engaged, passionate and moti-
vated. It helped that Ms. Victoria was as 
competitive as the children were. Christ-
mas in the City was another event that got 
me really close to them. I chaperoned a 
group of girls. I loved seeing them shop-
ping and letting loose, buying stuff they’d 
love and taking selfies with them.

Q: If you could go back and be a new vol-
unteer again, what is one thing you would 
do to prepare before volunteering?
A: If I could be a brand new volunteer, I’d 
watch a YouTube video or take a course on 
how to engage with students. I’m a natural 
observer, so my first couple months of vol-
unteering were filled with me just watching 
how the students interact. Thankfully, the 
first time I worked with another volunteer, 
I realized I was not doing enough; the stu-
dents saw me but didn’t know me yet.

Q: What have you learned about yourself 
through volunteering with By The Hand?
A: I’ve learned different versions of myself 
while working with different age groups 
and personalities. Some of my NXT seniors 
were the kids I first had in 7th and 8th 
grade. The fact I have a younger brother 
their age explains how I’ve interacted with 
them over the years. I went from stern and 
forward to a little more lax and relatable. I 
call it going from “Mama Mina” to “Sister 
Mina”. I’m still protective of them, but my 
approach with them has softened.

NEWSLETTER
VOLUNTEER
BY THE HAND CLUB FOR KIDS

(312) 550-3737
contact@bythehand.org

www.bythehand.org

IN THIS ISSUE

Having Ms. Mina as a volunteer is fantastic! 
She connects with the students and loves on 

them, just as if they were her own.
- Mr. Bryant

Thank you to those who joined us 
this past March to celebrate twenty 
years of By The Hand Club For 
Kids! We had an incredible time 
at our 20th Anniversary Memorial 
Wall unveiling, on March 20th. 
We have pictures and video on our 
20th Anniversary microsite for you 
to check out. We are so grateful for 
those who volunteered, visited or 
sent notes of encouragement and 
congratulations. 

Volunteer appreciation week is 
coming up on April 19-23. We can 
never say it enough: By The Hand 
volunteers are incredible. You are 
a dedicated, creative, passionate 
and wise mix of people from all 
walks of life, professions and 
backgrounds. You made twenty 
years of By The Hand possible! 
And we believe the best is yet to 
come. Please stay tuned for ways 
we celebrate you this month!
We are excited to announce our 
May volunteer training event, from 
6:00-7:30pm, on Thursday, May 
13th! David Spencer, the Founding 
Director of KIPP Indy, former Vice 
Principal of Moving Everest Charter 
School and former Senior Director 
of Learning for By The Hand, 
will join us to discuss race and 
inequality in education. We extend 
this invitation to your friends and 
colleagues, too. We hope this will 
be a helpful conversation which 
leads to action. Please stay tuned 
for more information!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MONDAY, MARCH 29th - FRIDAY, APRIL 2nd

Spring Break (NO CLUB)
MONDAY, APRIL 19th - FRIDAY, APRIL 23rd

Volunteer Appreciation Week
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Q: What has been the most interesting or humorous thing a 
By The Hand student has told or taught you?
A: When I first started, I was helping Mr. Ledger’s 7th grade 
class. One day, one of my kids asked “Ms. Mina, are you 
from jail?” I answered, “No!” And he said, “Then why do you 
talk like that?” To which I responded, “Why do YOU talk like 
that?!” My initial thought was to cause a silly reaction from 
him, but I did explain after, just so we’d find common ground. 
I think what tickled me the most was his genuine curiosity and 
lack of filter.
Q: If you could go anywhere with By The Hand students, 
where would that be?
A: Honestly, I’d follow these kids to the end of the world. But 
if I had to choose it would be somewhere that would feel like 
a vacation to them, as well as where they could safely expe-
rience somebody else’s culture in the form of art, food, music 
and weather. Maybe somewhere warm, where they’d feel 
wanted, loved, welcome and engaged. Wherever that is, I’d 
listen to their suggestions first and then try to seek the qualities 
I’m looking for.

VOLUNTEER WITH US.
By The Hand Club For Kids is closely monitoring the 
outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19). At this 
time, you may volunteer with us virtually and, with prior 
approval, in a small number of in-person opportunities. 

We welcome volunteers in a variety of different ways. 
Please make sure to check our VolunteerHub site 
(bythehand.volunteerhub.com), or stay updated via email 
correspondence and social media for new opportunities!
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The arrival of spring also brings the return of Austin 
Harvest! Mr. Rodney, our Director of Entrepreneurship 
and Economic Development shared that a permanent 
space is under construction, and we can expect the grand 
reopening in June 2021. A shout out to those who have 
played significant roles in the Austin Harvest community. 
We hope to see even more opportunities for volunteers in 
the future. We will have periodic updates on the progress 
of Austin Harvest in the next few weeks!
As a reminder, due to the February agreement between 
CPS and the Chicago Teachers Union, most CPS 
students have now returned to in-person learning. 
Pre-K and Cluster programs returned on February 11th. 
Kindergarten - Fifth Grade returned on March 1st. And 
Sixth - Eighth Grade students returned on March 8th. 
High school students remain in virtual learning for the 
moment. For more information, you may refer to the 
CPS Reopening Plan. We’ll keep you posted on how this 
affects By The Hand and our students!
Finally, we have updated our virtual volunteer website 
for a post-pandemic reality. We’ve changed the name 
to: volunteer.bythehand.org. We hope to make it 
your one-stop shop to see programming schedules, 
gather resources, read about open and new volunteer 
opportunities and answer your frequently asked 
questions. It will also integrate with VolunteerHub, so you 
can easily access your account to sign up for volunteer 
events. We will continue to work to make it better every 
week, so we appreciate your feedback and support!
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VOLUNTEER RESOURCES
Multimedia: CityLab (Bloomberg) - Are you curious about issues 
that affect cities? Would you like to see data on transportation, 
the environment and urban design? Then CityLab is a helpful 
resource. Formerly under Atlantic Media, CityLab is a part of 
the Bloomberg media conglomerate. It covers a wide range of 
topics pertinent to urban life.
Website: The Brown Bookshelf (Multiple Contributors) - The 
website curates a collection of Black writers for picture books, 
early elementary and young adult readers. During Black History 
Month, The Brown Bookshelf highlights twenty-eight different 
African American authors who have had limited notice in 
the wider press. As possible, they provide book reviews and 
recommendations. 

20TH ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL WALL UNVEILING

https://www.cps.edu/school-reopening-2020/reopening-framework/community-updates/
https://volunteer.bythehand.org/
https://www.bloomberg.com/citylab
https://thebrownbookshelf.com/

